Masthead Logo

Cedarville University

DigitalCommons@Cedarville
Cedars

12-4-1998

Cedars, December 4, 1998
Cedarville College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/cedars
Part of the Journalism Studies Commons, and the Organizational Communication Commons
DigitalCommons@Cedarville provides a platform for archiving the scholarly, creative, and historical
record of Cedarville University. The views, opinions, and sentiments expressed in the articles
published in the university’s student newspaper, Cedars (formerly Whispering Cedars), do not
necessarily indicate the endorsement or reflect the views of DigitalCommons@Cedarville, the
Centennial Library, or Cedarville University and its employees. The authors of, and those
interviewed for, the articles in this paper are solely responsible for the content of those articles.
Please address questions to dc@cedarville.edu.
Recommended Citation
Cedarville College, "Cedars, December 4, 1998" (1998). Cedars. 713.
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/cedars/713

This Issue is brought to you for free and open access by
DigitalCommons@Cedarville, a service of the Centennial Library. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Cedars by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Cedarville. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@cedarville.edu.

Footer Logo

...................... .
M asked D em ocrat......................4
Book review ................................. 5

Look Mo! I'm goin1j
to Disney World
• • • • • • • • • •

Professors present pcpers.............. 6
C lifto n

2

New Christmas m usk....................... 7

Student arsonists
• • • • • • • • • •

M ill...................................6

Walker waxes eloquent........ ..........8

i

Heath seeks doctorate.................... 9

Go light your world I

Plea for W riters......................... 9

CEDARVILLE COLLEGE STUDENT PUBLICATION

Sports and stuff........................ 10-11

Forensic team s d a c e sixth out o f 20 at B all State Tournam ent
Gudrun O lson
Lead Writer
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Occasionally in chapel, the
college body hears a reading or
recitation from members of the
Forensic team. People enjoy it,
but they might not stop to think
about all the work involved in
being part of that team.
Dr. David Robey organized
the Forensics team 18 years ago
when he came to Cedarville.
Since then, C edarville has
gained a reputation for having
an outstanding Forensics team.
For the past 15 years, Cedar
ville has been one of the top
ranked colleges in the Ohio
State Forensics Championship.
“One of our tournaments this
fall was at Ball State,” Robey
said. “Out of 20 schools, we
placed sixth. All five schools
above us were nationally ranked
competitors.” Cedarville’s team
re g u la rly c o m p e te s w ith
schools such as Ohio State Uni
versity, Miami University, Ball
State University, and Indiana
University.
Cedarville’s varsity Foren
sics team has six members,
while the novice team is made
up of ten students. They com
pete in three different categories: pu b lic ad d re ss, oral
interpretation, and lim ited
preparation. The more events
they enter, the better chance
they have to win in Sweep
stakes. “Sweepstakes are the
cumulative points,” Dr. Robey
said, explaining the system. “A
good analogy is a track team
with hurdles, mileage, shot, and
distance. The goal is a student
who can do all the events.”
“I have one of the best groups
of students I ’ve ever had the
privilege of working with,”
Robey said. “They have a good

Forensics team members knee! in front of the Dixon Ministry Center, with their coaches, Dr. Robey and Mr. Matt Moore. The
team recently defeated Big 10 schools and is preparing for a tournament this weekend at Ohio State. Photo by Brandon Perkins.

focus. One of the things that
makes our program unique is
that forensics is not an end in
itself. Most of the students have

a ministry or campus organiza
tion that they are involved in.”
“Forensics students have to
be good thinkers,” Robey said.

“They have to have skill in
researching, writing, and de
livering well-crafted speeches.
We compete with very bright

students who have a totally dif
ferent worldview. As believers,
we are sometimes very isolated
from the world. This discipline
demands that students stay cur
rent.”
Because the Forensics team
spends time with competitors
from m any d iffe re n t b a c k 
grounds, they have a unique av
enue to share the Gospel. “Last
year, one of our competitors
made a profession of faith over
the Internet,” Robey said. “It’s
the whole idea of competing with
people again and again. Our stu
dents have the ability to build
stro n g
frie n d sh ip s
w ith
non-Christians, For many of
them, our students are the only
Christians they know.”
As captain of the team, junior
Michael Dorsey has three goals •
for the team. “My vision first

continued on page 2

B ible D epartm ent travels to O rlando C onference
Carol Marks
Lead Writer

While the rest of the faculty
and student body at Cedar
ville suffered the cold wind in
Ohio, members of the Bible
Department flew to Orlando
for the annual Evangelical
Theological Society (ETS)
conference. Teaching Them
All Things was the theme of
the 50th ETS meeting, which
ran from Nov. 19-21.
Chris Miller, associate pro
fessor of Bible, described the
purpose of the conference. “It
is an annual conference of
theologians, professors, and
pastors who hold the Bible to

be inerrant and get together to
discuss Biblical teaching,” he
said. The conference also al
lows the faculty to fellowship
with each other and with col
leagues and m entors from
around the country.
During the three-day confer
ence, the department members
attended five plenary sessions
in which everyone at the con
ference met together. Speakers
at these main sessions included
D.A. Carson, who was the
Staley lecturer at Cedarville in
1997. The final plenary ses
sion was a two-hour panel dis
cussion on w hether or not
Protestants and Catholics have
finally agreed on salvation.

Forty-minute parallel dis
cussions kept the attendees
busy between the plenary dis
cussions. During the parallel
discussions, professors and
pastors spent 25 minutes read
ing papers they had written
and submitted prior to the
conference. The remaining 15
minutes were spent in discus
sion. A p p ro x im a te ly 300
scholars presented their papers
during the 19 parallel sessions.
Three Cedarville professors
led parallel discussions at the
conference. Boyd Luter, asso
c ia te p ro fe sso r o f B ib le
presented his ideas on the Book
of R evelation, a topic of
ongoing interest for him. Luter

titled his paper “Unsealing the
Apocalypse: Newer Thinking
for Interpreting and Teaching
Revelation.”
Scott Dixon, assistant profes
sor of Bible, presented his paper
entitled “The Quest for Cer
tainty: Looking at Religious
Scholars’ Epistemological De
velopment.” In his paper, Dixon
discusses how faculty at both
state universities and Christian
c o lle g e s
in te ra c t
w ith
postmodern philosophies.
Greg Couser, assistant profes
sor of Bible, discussed the struc
tu re o f I T im o th y and its

continued on page 2
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Campus Events

—

Team prepares for O hio State Frolic

Profs descend on Florida

said. “I’d never done poetry
Jenista agreed. “Forensics as
before, but he said, ‘I picked
a whole pushes you,” she said.
W hen you get done with your this piece for you and I think
and foremost is that we glorify
other homework, you work like you can do it.’ It was kind of
the Lord,” he said.
crazy on Forensics the rest of cool because at Ball State our
“I believe God has given us
poetry piece made it to finals.”
the night.”
talents and abilities that we need
“You
think
you’ve
gone
as
“Both coaches put pressure
to develop. W e have the oppor
on you to be your best. Then at
tunity to go to colleges and uni far as you can, and then Dr.
Robey asks you for things you
tournaments you’re not pres
versities and reach people that
never
even
knew
you
had,”
sured by them at all,” Davis
don’t know the joy and love of
Davis said. W e’re going to
said. “They are more of a calm
Jesus. We interact with people
schools
and
competing
against
ing factor.”
involved in Satanism and ho
members that have gotten full
“Our next tournament is the
mosexuality . A lot of times they
rides for Forensics.”
Frolic at Ohio State on Dec.
know som ething is special
“At some of the other schools,
4,” Jenista said. “It’s a Christ
about us, but they don’t know
their self worth depends on how
mas tournament. It’s supposed
what it is until they get to know
they
are
judged,”
Jenista
said.
to be a little more relaxed. Each
us.
“For us, Forensics is what we
team is going to sing a Christ
“Secondly, I want to have
do,
not
who
we
are,”
Davis
m as song w ith F o re n sic s
unity among the team. These
said. “The main reason w e’re
words.”
are going to be friendships and
there
is
not
to
win
trophies;
it’s
The highlight of W inter
relationships that last beyond
to
be
a
good
representative
of
Quarter will be the team's first
college. Finally, w e’re devel
W est Coast tournament. “This
oping professional skills; pub Jesus Christ.”
Jenista
and
Davis
also
offer
will be the first year we’ll be
lic speaking is one of the most
some personal insight into the
taking a Forensics and Debate
fearful experiences for people,”
coaches. “Dr. Robey is one of team to California for the Na
Dorsey said.
the most intimidating men I ’ve
tio n al C h ristian C o alitio n
“My favorite thing about Fo
ever met,” Davis said. “H e’s Tournament,” Robey said. “It
rensics is getting to know my
incredibly talented. One night will be held at Azusa Pacific
teammates and also people from
at a tournament we were at a University from Feb. 11-14.”
other schools. I love people,”
restaurant. Somehow it ended
Students who are interested
Dorsey said. “W hen we get to a
up that “we were both walking
in being a part of Forensics are
school we sit down to look at
back to the van like gorillas and
encouraged to seek out the pos
our schematic that tells us where
making weird noises. To be
to go. Someone from another
sibility. “It’s a great time of
doing that with your coach is
school might come up to you
year to be doing this,” Robey
kind of crazy. I honestly think
and say, ‘Hey, I liked your
said. “Most of the team has not
of him more as a friend.”
speech.’ It opens it up to where
had high school experience.
“Mr. Matt Moore is a new
you can talk. Everyone likes to
Sometimes the students con
faculty member,” Davis said.
talk. All you have to do is say
tact me or are recommended by
“As assistant coach he’s helped
hi. W e want people to see this
their Fundamentals of Speech
so much.”
professor. Auditions are in the
Jesus who we know. We want
“H e’s the one who gave me a
people to think we’re down to
spring, the first week of M ay.”
poetry piece to work on,” Jenista
earth like everyone else.”
As novice members, sopho
(937)767-9330
mores Meg Jenista and Greg
110 Dayton SL
Davis have a fresh perspective
on Forensics. “Since we’re on
the quarter system, when we
got to school our first tourna
ment was two weeks away,”
Davis said. “We were bom
Mtn.
Road
barded with, ‘Find this. Re
Bikes
&B MX
search that. Get your point of
interest.’ I only have 14 credits,
but I’ve never been busier. I
actually bought a day planner.
Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., S at: 10am-6pm; Fri.:10am-6pm
That’s huge for me.”

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

implications for the Christian’s
understanding of God in the
letter. Couser’s paper was en
titled “Pauline Pedagogy: God
and Christian Existence in I
Timothy,”.
Although anyone can attend
the conference, ETS limits dis
cussion during the sessions to
full members of the society.
Anyone with full membership
status must have a masters of
theology or doctoral degree.
Associate and student mem
berships are also available. All
three levels of membership
require a fee and an annual
subscription to the “Doctrinal
Basis,” which says, “The Bible
alone and the Bible in its en
tirety, is the W ord of God writ
ten, and therefore inerrant in
the autographs. G odisaT rinity, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, each an uncreated per
son, one in essence, equal in
power and glory.”
Members of the Bible De
partment enjoy many differ
ent aspects of the conference.
Couser said, “It’s a great time
for building comradery in our
department.” “It really is a
stimulating time as far as your
thinking is concerned,” Luter
said.

-Adolescent Medicine
-Adult and Geriatric Medicine
-Gynecology
-Minor Trama

Sun.: 12pm-4pm Closed Mondays

-Pediatrics
-Physical Exams/ School
Employment/ Sports
-W ellness Programs

Karen A. Harlan
M.D.
A c c ep tin g fi/tw P a tie n ts

Holistic Medicine

257-9700

JIOfflPH

HUM

A unique oppurtunity for the
conference guests was hearing
Charles Canady, a member of
the U.S. House of Representa
tive as well as an evangelical
Christian, present his thoughts
on politics. Although he was
detained by the hearings on
President Clinton’s impeach
ment, Canady was able to speak
at the end of the conference.
In addition to enjoying time
with his colleagues, former pro
fessors, and other friends, Miller
had fun exploring some new
technology at the conference,
including a computer program
that allows users to view Israel
in 3-D via satellite. Having just
completed the CD-Rom “En
countering the Old Testament,”
M iller set up his technological
presentation of the Old Testa
ment to run continuously at a
conference booth.
The ETS conference occurs
in conjunction with two other
conferences: the Institute for
Biblical Research and the Soci
ety of Biblical Literature. Some
m em bers o f the C edarville
Bible Departm ent belong to
one or both of the other societ
ies, but their main focus was
the conference. Next year's con
ference will be in Danvers, Mas
sa c h u se tts, d isc u s s in g the
subject of Eschatology.

Christian Family
Practice
Office Hours by
Appointment

1343 Woodman Dr.
Dayton, OH 45432
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FIR E by Prayer educates students on 2.2 billion unreached
Esther Loh
Contributing W riter

There are 2.2 billion people
in the world who have no op
portunity to hear or read the
gospel in their own language.
Finally It Reaches Everyone,
or FIRE by Prayer, is a new
student-led program which en
courages students to put the
campus theme “Practicing the
Power of Prayer” into action.
Statisically speaking, not ev
ery Cedarville student will be
come a foriegn missionary or
B ible translator. FIRE by Prayer
provides an opportunity for stu
dents to get involved in mis
sions by praying specifically
for the 1,739 unreached people
groups and for the missionar
ies, current and prospective,
who are working to share the
good news with those people
groups.
Sophomore Joy Carl, a FIRE
by Prayer leader, has a strong
commitment to foreign m is

sions. “In America, we are so
spiritually blessed. W e need to
use prayer to reach out to the
unreached people around the
world,” Carl said.
A ccording to a FIR E by
Prayer video shown in chapel,
an unreached people group is
“An e th n o lin g u istic group
where the people have no op
portunity to read or hear the
gospel in their own language.”
Ninety percent of the unreached
are in the 10/40 W indow, which
includes co untries such as
China, India, the Philippines,
Iraq, and Turkey.
Senior Susie Dunham used
her connections as a Willetts
RA to coordinate FIR E by
Prayer in the dormitories. Pres
ently, all residents of Brock,
the H ill, M c K in n ey , M cChesney, most of Printy, and
half of 33Willetts and Madox
are involved with praying fc
an unreached people group.
Dunham said, “I am very ex
cited about the amount of par

cedars

n CE.D.A r:v T3!^e?

Rebecca M. Border
Editor

C h ristina A . Lay

R ebecca J. Ritzel

News Editor

Assignment Editor

J. Em erson Kim m el

Jan el B . B lackburn

Copy Editor

Business Manager

B randon D. P erkin s

Mr. J. Sim ons

Photography Editor

Immersion Advocate

Cedars is a bi-weekly publication issued on Fridays, except
during breaks and exam weeks. The goal of Cedars is to entertain
and inform its readership through reporting on our campus and our
community.
The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of
Cedars, its staff, or of Cedarville College, but are solely those of the
writer. All submissions are the property of Cedars and are subject
to editing and/or revision.
Year-long subscriptions are available to the public for $20.00
(U.S. Mail). Checks should be made payable to Cedars.
PO BOX 601 • CEDARVILLE, OH • 45314 • (937) 766-9098
FAX: (937) 766-2760 • E-MAIL: cedars@cedarville.edu

ticipation. W e are amazed at
the amount of enthusiasm, yet
we shouldn’t be because that is
exactly what we prayed for___
Fire is a substance that once it
catches, it spreads and can’t be
stopped easily__ Our prayer is
that the student body catches
this fire for prayer, simply pur
suing a practical application of
carrying out our theme for this
year. It is so amazing how God
designed passions in people’s
heart to complete His purpose
of focus for this year.”
On-campus students can get
involved in FIRE by Prayer
through their RD’s or R A ’s and
commuters can pick up infor
mation cards in the TRC. Units
and halls will have a prayer
profile of one unreached people
group, learning about that par
ticular culture and specific spiri
tual needs.
.
Senior Matt Palombo appre
ciates the practical nature of
info rm atio n packets. “The
prayer profiles and understand

ing of people group helps stu
dents to pray more effectively
and intelligently. If a hall has
adopted a people group that is
isolated in a mountainous re
gion, students can pray that God
will raise up missionaries able
to backpack there and translate
the Scriptures into their lan
guage,” Palombo said.
FIRE by Prayer is an um
brella program under W orld
Missions Fellowship (WMF),
an informal group organized
by Palombo to help students
grow in their knowledge of God
and learn how to serve God in
various fields of study and min
istries throughout world. Over
the past year, W M F has grown,
mostly by word-of-mouth, to
include thirty people meeting
regularly on Tuesday nights.
They worship through song,
discuss ethical issues in m is
sions, and pray for missionar
ies.
Many people have been help
ing FIRE by Prayer get off to a

good start. In the Spring of ’97,
Rachel Morris, currently a jun
ior, presented Joshua Project
2000 to the now-defunct SGA
Senate. Throughout last year,
Morris met with Carl, Dunham,
Palombo and other W M F lead
ers to lay the groundwork for
this year’s cam pus-w ide in
volvement. Resources, such as
prayer profiles, are obtained
from Joshua Project 2000, a
para-church organization which
encourages Christians nation
wide to pray for the unreached
people groups. Individuals,
churches, and the Christian
M inistries D epartm ent have
provided financial support for
the Cedarville effort.
Morris hopes FIRE by Prayer
will spread beyond the campus
when students present Joshua
Project 2000 to their churches.
“Hopefully they will bring the
requests for the unreached to
their home church. The church
is not complete until they have
the worldwide vision to spread
the gospel,” Morris said.

QmtmasQuiz
1. What occasion does
the holiday Twelfth
Night celebrate?
a. The first performance
of Shakespeare’s play
b. When Jesus was
presented at the temple
c. Christmas Eve
d. The visit of the Magi
2. Who began the Yule
Log tradition?
a. Queen Elizabeth I
b. Druid priests
c. Colonial Americans
d. Charlemagne
3. What carol was
composed for guitar

when an organ broke two
days before Christmas
Eve?
a. “O Holy Night”
b. “Sans Day Carol”
c. “Silent Night”
d. “O Little Town of
Bethlehem”
4. “Here we come a
wassailing?” is the
twentieth century
equivalent of:
a. Getting drunk on egg
nog
b. Promoting good will at
a holiday festivity

c. Hitting every dorm
room at open house
d. Walking in a winter
wonderland
5. The first Christmas
Card was sent in
a. 1846
b. 449
c. 1066
d. 1204
6. In which culture does a
straw billy goat guard the
Christmas tree?
a. Welsh
b. Appalachia
c. Swedish
d. Nordic
a *9 « ‘S 4 ‘P
» t * I T P ' I :s»
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Freshmen elect officers
Lindsey Wolfe
Contributing Writer

This year’s freshman class
officers have a big job on their
hands. With over 700 fresh
man on the campus (the biggest
class yet), the new officers will
have that much more to think
about in planning activities for
this academic year. And so, on
Oct. 30, the freshman class
chose five students that they
feel are up to this challenge.
Je re m y
B oum a
fro m
Hudsonville, Mich., was elected
president. W hen asked what
made him decide to run for of
fice, Bouma said he was not
really planning on it, but his
friends encouraged him. He
saw this as a way to be involved
in the school and to serve God
as well.
Bouma is not in charge of a
specific committee, but he over
sees everything and makes sure
the communication is flowing.
The freshmen elected Young
stow n, O h io , n a tiv e E llie
May hew as their vice president.
Mayhew said she decided to
run for vice president because
she wanted to be involved, had
a heart for the freshman class,
and felt she could use her tal
ents and God-given abilities for
the benefit of the class.
M ayhew will be in charge of
a public relations/media com
mittee. She will be document
ing all the activities, making
posters, creating and regulat
ing a webpage and a newsletter,
and taking charge of radio an
nouncements.
R e b e c c a V an d em ark , of
Knoxville, Tenn., was elected
class secretary. Vandemark’s
reason for running for secre
tary was she felt that it was
what God wanted. She said
God kept bringing up the ideas
to her through other people, and,
after praying about it, decided
to run. Vandemark’s job is as
the head of the encouragement
committee.
“The goal o f this committee
is to stand by people and to
support them ,” V andem ark
said. To this end, she will be

forming prayer groups and
praise m eetings for the
freshman class.
T his y e a r’s freshm an
class ch ap lain is N ate
B eV ier from Pataskala,
Ohio. BeVier said he had
not even thought about run
ning for chaplain and then
he got a notice saying he
was nominated. He felt
that it was going to be a big
responsibility but also that
it was a huge honor.
BeVier will be head of
the chapel committee that
organizes freshman class
chapels and brings together
a praise band.
“I was extremely ner
vous at first,” BeVier said.
“But God will give me the
confidence that I need.”
T h e fre sh m a n c la ss
elected Ethan Hodge as
treasurer. He had been trea
surer of his high school for
the past four years and de
cided to run for the same
office here. He said that he
likes to work behind the
scenes and this would give
him the opportunity to do
so.
Hodge will head up the
activity committee. His
job will be to come up with
activities for the freshman
class that provide fellow
ship and encouragement
and are incorporated with
the class goal of unity.
The Bible verse that the
officers have chosen to
portray this theme of unity
is I Corinthians 12:12.
Their goal for the class
of 2002 is to get stronger
as the years go by. Ac
cording to Vandemark, the
trend in past classes has
been a drop in involve
ment, and they do not want
that to happen to this year’s
freshman class.
“As officers and Chris
tians, it is our duty to uplift
our class and to lead in the
way God would have us to
lead, not with our own mo
tives, but with the intent of
doing all to God’s glory,”
' Hodge said.

M .D. urges m ore urban involvem ent
Raoul Anwar

......... ..................... .............................................................................................................. ■
The Masked Democrat

Ever since my days of dressing nicely and singing southern gospel hymns at my Southwide Baptist
Fellowship Church, I have heard numerous sermons preached on the topic of Am erica’s social morals
and the steady decline of virtues in the modem individual. The church I attended was in a fast growing
suburb of the Baltimore-W ashington metropolitan area.
W hen I first began attending this church, it was a small building on a small strip o f bypass around
a town probably not worth the effort. But the county commissioners knew better the fate of the town
than the people did. Today, this church sits across from a large strip mall, slightly west of a new Target,
complete with complimentary Bob Evans, Applebee’s, and even a Ruby Tuesday. Now the church
is situated in the middle of what is a booming outer suburban area.
In the Oct. 19 issue of The New Republic, Peter Beinart wrote an article entitled, “Battle for the
Burbs.” In this article, he tracks the spread and influence of the Christian right, focusing specifically
on its growth in correspondence with the growth of the outer suburban areas.
He tells us, “The fist generation of academics to study Christian conservatives assumed that they
lived as far as possible from the threatening forces of modernity . . . But conservative, politicized
evangelicals— the people we call the Christian right and the constituency that the Republican party
is mobilizing to win this fall’s elections— live overwhelmingly in the suburbs”(26).
Beinart’s thesis is that there is more to the rise of the Christian right than simply an increased interest
in God, but rather an increased interest in value and community. He traces the history o f a family in
Olathe, Kan., a family that had once all farmed but had now moved more into the city. They had
become part of the relatively wealthy suburban middle class. In doing so, they felt as though they had
lost their sense of community.
Beinart tells us that 50 years ago, many things were issues simply for the fact that the parents all
backed up each other. Needs were commonly felt and commonly dealt with.
So the Conservative right, realizing that it cannot abandon society, but not willing to let itself
become as valueless as it, has created, in the suburban areas, their own community. “Christian-right
politics, therefore, flow partly from an effort to recreate community in hostile surroundings”(29).
To facilitate this, churches have grown immensely, as a mega-church gives people a feeling of
membership. This is why, according to Beinart, churches like Olathe Bible church in Kansas offer
over 40 different small groups, in hir opinion, not just to promote spiritual growth but also to recapture
that small town feeling.
Even from my position as a moderate Democrat, I can see the value in this. Beinart’s interpretation
might be a little too brief and undoubtedly too tongue in cheek, but it is perhaps not entirely wrong.
If one reads in the Acts of the Apostles, one finds that the early church functioned as a community,
caring for the needs of each other and thereby pulling together the most resources for the common
good. Hopefully, this is the desire of mega-churches and their small groups.
Unfortunately, where this growth is occurring, at least according to Beinart, is not exactly the most
needy area of America. Admittedly the wealthy middle class in America’s suburbs are just as in need
of spiritual guidance as any other group. However, pooling all the wealth of a church into an area where
most everyone is wealthy enough to not need much is probably not exactly what the early church
fathers had in mind.
And so we have within the bulk of the Christian Right’s constituency a two part problem. First, the
re-invention of community is occurring in suburban contexts, areas that are also experiencing the
biggest growth in terms of wealth. Secondly, the Christian Right seeks to minimize the states'
involvement in families. It occurs for this reason: A wealthy family finds the demands of government,
particularly in taxes, obtrusive. A poor family, or a family barely keeping itself afloat, finds this
involvement, if not a blessing, then at least a necessary evil. The rich and even the moderately wealthy,
such as most of the Christian Right’s constituency is, see welfare programs and youth nutrition
programs as drains on their pocketbook. The urban poor could not stay alive without it.
Giving and the re-creation of community should not be confined to strictly outer suburban, wealthy
areas. This is, in a sense, just recirculating wealth around an already wealthy area. Instead, as
Christians, Republican or Democrat, we should be creating this community in the areas where it is
most needed, not in the areas that reinforce our split-level house, minivan image.
W e should be taking care o f the widows, not just the ones whose husbands could afford to die in
the finest of clinics, but the 22-year-old widows, whose husbands were taken away in gang violence.
W e should be taking care of the children, not just the ones who could afford a Tickle-M e Elmo last
year and a Furby this year, but the ones who have to traverse a veritable war-zone to get back to their
apartments in some of the worst areas of America’s cities.
This is my pro-urban ministry rampage. I hope more people would begin to consider this a mission
field. The need in some ways is just as great here in the cities of America, as it is anywhere else in
the world.
Tell your parents Merry Christmas from Raoul. Celebrate Jesus’ birthday, not Santa’s big day.
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M oreland exhorts Christians to pursue academic, cultural insights
J e s s e D eC onto
Columnist

♦
W hat does it mean to love
God? In his 1997 book Love
Your God With A ll Your Mind,
J. P. M oreland attempts to an
swer, in part, this important
question. The volume is part of
the Spiritual Formation Series
published by NavPress. Col
lectively, these books provide
concrete guidance for those who

want to live biblical Christian
ity.
While M oreland devotes the
final chapter in this book to
suggesting changes in current
Christian practice, the value of
this book as a whole lies in its
practical nature. M oreland is a
philosophy professor at Talbot
School of Theology in Califor
nia. He is an intellectual. He
recognizes that ideas have con
sequences, yet his home in the
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world of ideas is only a summer
cottage. Moreland explains the
practical nature of his philo
sophical inquiry: “I am no ivory
tower academic (whatever that
means). I am a practitioner”
(129, M oreland’s parentheses).
T im e and tim e a g a in , if
M oreland points out a problem,
he suggests a practical solu
tion.
Love Your God With All Your
M ind is M oreland’s cry for
Christians to become more in
tellectual. However, he does not
uselessly com m and, “Think
more.” He tells the reader how
to develop his or her mind. For
example, he understands that
one of the obstacles to the life
of the mind is hard-working
Am ericans’ lack of physical
energy. His solution: “Use
low -energy tim es, or mo
ments like after work or din
ner, as occasions to engage in
physical exercise” (95). He also
urges Christians to use gram
mar more carefully and pro
vides a brief lesson in logic
(115).
Chapter eight gives instruc
tion in intellectual reading.
Since the mind works from the
whole to the parts to the whole,
Moreland recommends reading
book reviews which will make
one familiar with the main is
sues addressed in a more intel
lectually rigorous book.
Next, he says that one should
read carefully to find the struc
ture of a book. M oreland also
advises summarizing each of
an author’s arguments and cre
ating a personal index on the
flyleaf so one can later review
topics of interest. Finally, a
reader should evaluate the main
thesis of a book.
In addition to writing two
whole chapters on apologetics,
Moreland constantly ties Chris
tian thinking back to its practi
cal value in evangelism. He
lam ents that anti-intellectualism has led to weakened world
missions. Foreign converts who
do not receive further theologi
cal training often fall prey to

liberal— even Marxist— ideol
ogy. M o reland w rites, “ If
evangelicals placed more value
on the mind, we would give
more to developing intellectual
leadership around the world
(30).”
Further, he suggests, evange
lists should carefully use their
minds and proclaim the gospel
as true rather than merely ad
dressing felt needs. This en
ables them to reach those who
are out of touch with their feel
ings and who think they do not
have any needs. Chapter seven
is especially helpful for defend
ing Christian truth, as it pro
vides strong arguments against
skepticism , scientism , and
moral relativism.
Moreland’s realistic approach
to Bible study is also very re
freshing. Reading the Bible is
an intellectual exercise. While
this may sound obvious, for
those of us who have grown up
in a tradition that promotes the
vague notion that God’s Holy
Spirit illuminates the Scriptures
by helping us to understand
them, M oreland’s account of
how the reader’s mind and the
Holy Spirit interact duringBible
study is quite freeing.
He explains, “In my view,
the Spirit does not help the be
liever understand the meaning
of Scripture. Rather, He speaks
to the believer’s soul, convict
ing, comforting, opening up ap
plications o f His truth through
His promptings (46).”
This practically helpful per
spective actually enables Chris
tians to talk about the ideas of
Scripture. W ith M oreland’s
understanding, believers can
not appeal to the Holy Spirit
argument: “W ell, you might be
right, but the Holy Spirit told
me . .
W hen we view the
truths of Scripture not only as
life-changing principles applied
by the Spirit but also as rational
propositions apprehended by
the mind, interpersonal dia
logue becom es m uch m ore
meaningful. Those who dis
agree with us no longer attack
the subjective spiritual experi

ences close to our hearts but
objective propositions that are
either true or false.
Speaking o f adult Sunday
school classes M oreland ex
horts, “W e need to give one
another permission to express
inadequately thought-out points
to each other and create the
expectation that we can learn to
argue with one another, critique
and defend ideas, or leave class
with more work to do on a sub
ject. All of this is in the interest
of learning to reason carefully
to get to the truth of what we
study together” (97).
Finally, M oreland’s eighth
chapter is a practical encour
agement for Christians to inte
grate their faith with their field.
He makes a useful distinction
between a job and a vocation:
“Discipleship is not a job, it’s a
vocation! Further, as a disciple
of Jesus, I do not have a job, I
have a vocatipn; and if I go to
college, I go to find and be
come excellent in my vocation,
not simply to find a job. A job is
a means for supporting m yself
and those for whom I am re
sponsible. For the Christian, a
vocation is an overall calling
from God” (174).
He even provides several
m o d els
of
faith-learning integra-tion in
specific fields includ-ing psy
chology,
healthc a r e ,
e d u c a tio n , sp o rtsa n d
coaching, business, and engi
neering. Finally, perhaps what
gives the book unrivaled value
with regard to the topic of Chris
tianity and vocation is Appen
d ix 2 w h ich is a lis t o f
field-specific books on integra
tion organized by vocational
discipline.
All in all, Love Your God
with A ll Your M ind is an im por
tant book for spiritual form a
tion. While he may find a more
w elcom ing audience am ong
Christians who lean toward intellectualism , M oreland has
written a book whose ideas
should penetrate the hearts—
and minds— of every believer.
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Light displays brighten Greene County

Haffey and W heeler

L

present papers in NYC
Shannah Campbell
Contributing W riter

Popular area attraction, the Clifton Mill, is decorated with over a million lights each Christmas season. Photo by D. Blackburn

Christa Preston
Contributing Writer

Since the weather is not cooper
ating with the ambience of Christ
mas, the businesses of Cedarville
are making their contribution to
create the seasonal mood. On Sat
urday, Dec. 5, from 5:00 p.m. until
9:00 p.m., luminaires will line the
streets of Cedarville to celebrate
the annual Little Town of Lights.
“For the businesses, it’s the big
gest day of the year. It’s the way
we say thanks to the town of Ce
darville,” Carrie Minor, wife of
the owner of Beans ‘n’ Cream.
Stores will provide free snacks and
treats, and there will be caroling at
the Opera House. The front yard
of Grace Baptist will display a live
nativity scene, and Beans ‘n’
Cream will celebrate by featuring
a new drink, peppermint mocha.
Years past have brought a large
turnout for this to wn-wide celebra
tion.
The town of Clifton lights the
sky with its own contribution. The
six-story historic Clifton Mill turns
into a brilliant wonderland every
night from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
According to Kathy Funderberg,
the manager at the mill, hundreds
of thousands of lights illuminate
the mill, a covered bridge, and a
miniature working village. A wa
terfall of lights cascades into the
gorge on the side opposite to the
mill. Admission is $4. The quaint

village puts on an impressive show
for the season.
The theme continues heading
north on 72. About five miles
north of Clifton, a neighborhood
called Ramar Estates blankets ev
ery street and home with brilliant
luminaires and creative light dis
plays. There are arrows through
the winding streets to direct cars.
Festive music and the laughter of
Santas echo and the lights turn on
every night from dark until about
10:00 p.m.
Perhaps one of the best ways to

experience the joy of the season is
to give it. A few free hours can be
filled with raking leaves or deco
rating for someone who cannot do
it themselves. Local churches have
lists of shut-ins who would cher
ish a short visit and assistance in
Christmas shopping or writing
Christmas cards. Nursing homes
are full of people with sweet smiles
and warm memories of Christ
mas. A few minutes in a patient’s
room would make anyone smile a
little more.
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At the Centennial Library:
• Web Interface Catalog
• Additional Databases
(some full-text)

Mrs. Deborah Bush Haffey
and Mrs. M argaret Wheeler,
both professors in the Com
munication Arts Department,
presented a joint panel at the
National Communication As
sociation N ational C onfer
ence. The annual conference,
which attracts nearly 3,000
people from around the coun
try, was held in New York
City Nov. 20-23.
Haffey proposed and chaired
the panel w hich in cluded
W h e ele r,
A n g e la
Cook-Jackson, a 1985 Cedar
ville alumna, and communi
cation professors from two
other schools. The panelists
represented different schools
that ranged from private reli
gious to private non-religious
to secular.
The topic of the panel discus
sion was the concept of using
the basic speech course in any
college’s curriculum to help
fulfill the mission statement
of that college or university.
The thesis of the discussion
was that communication de
partments are in jeopardy as
schools face downsizing. In
order to maintain a healthy
position on campus, these de
partments must find ways to
incorporate their school’s mis
sion statement into the basic
speech class. Doing this will
make the department a vitally
important part o f the school.
Haffey led the discussion, and
the other members of the panel
wrote papers on different as
pects of the topic. Each at
tempted to show how they have
implem ented their school’s
mission statement in areas such
as
te c h n o lo g y
and
multiculturalism.
W heeler discussed the im
portance of using technology
in the basic speech course. She
proposed that the basic speech
course must use the available

technology and asserted that the
courses must be designed to
require the most advanced tech
nology that the school pos
sesses. Since schools value
L<
technology, any departm ent
that
using the technology will be
sic,
seen as valuable.
Hov
Cook-Jackson discussed how
turii
the
im p le m e n ta tio n
of
CD
multiculturalism into the basic
A
speech course will also assure - inte
the Communications Depart
nal
ment a prominent place on cam
curi
pus. These papers were the first
the
scholarly papers written by ei
Nig
ther W heeler or Cook- Jackson.
Betl
heai
The idea for this panel and
to h
discussion came originally from
I!
Dr. Dixon. Haffey was in a fac
Brie
ulty meeting at which the presi
tale
dent spoke. She was struck by
a v<
the importance which Dr. Dixon
voie
and the Administrative Coun
bers
cil assigned to the mission state
tale
ment and its implementation
inse
into all areas of the curriculum.
mer
She began to recognize the need
stru
that schools and organizations
mus
had for mission statements. The
pers
panel grew out of that realiza
C ar
tion.
Cor
Not only was this proposal
T1
accepted by the National Com
that
munication Association, but it
beir
has also received strong sup
ami
port on campus. Dr. James
to <
Phipps, chairman of the Com
woi
munication Arts Department,
Chr
said, “This is a scholarly project
mili
which has been very well ac
havi
cepted and goes right to the
perl
heart o f what we attempt to do
mas
here.”
hen
He agrees that the basic
full
speech course in Cedarville’s
If
curriculum does implement the
thar
mission statement well. Phipps
bun
said, “M rs. W heeler has devel
Cell
oped the F u n d am en tals o f
you
con
Speech course in a m anner
mas
which deals with knowledge of
contemporary culture, develop
ing communication skills, and
awareness of the world of ideas.
The course really cuts right to
the core of what Cedarville is
all about and meets a need.”
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From punk to piano, new releases put listeners in a holiday mood
S tev e G uenther
Contributing Columnist

C eltic C hristm as
Eden’s Bridge
Let me start off by saying
that, while I enjoy Celtic mu
sic, it is not my music o f choice.
However,Celtic Christmas, fea
turing Eden’s Bridge, is one
CD that I can say that I enjoyed.
At first listen, I was not too
- interested in hearing the origi
nal Christmas songs but was
curious to hear how they did on
the classics such as “Silent
N ight,” “O Little Tow n of
Bethlehem,” and others. After
hearing those, I had to go back
to hear the rest of the album.
I had never heard of Eden’s
Bridge, but I am amazed at their
talent. Vocalist Sarah Lacy has
a very soothing, crystal clear
voice, and the other four mem
bers of the group are just as
talented. According to the CD
insert, they use about 50 instru
ments, and only 4 of those in
stru m en ts a re p lay e d by
musicians not in the group. My
personal favorites are “Sussex
Carol” and the reprise of “O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”
There is only one complaint
that I could think of, and that
being one o f familiarity. As I
am not in the habit of listening
to Celtic music regularly, I
would rather hear them sing the
Christmas carols that I am fa
miliar with. I admit that they
have excellently written and
performed songs, but Christ
mas times tends to make event
he most open-minded listener a
fully qualified critic.
If you enjoy Celtic music,
than this is one Christmas al
bum you should hear. Even if
Celtic music is not entirely to
your tastes, this may be a wel
come change to the usual Christ
mas music that bombards us

All albums reviewed
in this column are
available at the
Cedarville bookstore.

ft

every year. The album is very
soothing and worshipful.

Tha Ultimate
Lounge Christmas
John Jonethis
For those of us that remem
ber and enjoyed the novelty of
hearing the Lounge Freak CD,
Essential Records has brought
back-John Jonethis for a Christ
mas album. Though Lounge
Freak, was laughable at times,
The Ultimate Lounge Christ
mas is a genuine lounge album.
This time, Jonethis attempts to
win over the listener by per
forming songs that were meant
for the lounge singers of the
world. H e’s also probably the
best-dressed man in Christian
music today.
This is a CD that did nothing
to spark my interest on the first
listen. I was not impressed until
the second and th ird tim e
around. These are not ju st
lounge versions o f popular
Christmas carols. Included on
the CD are M el Torm e’s “The
Christm as Song" (Chestnuts
Roasting on an Open Fire) and
Irving Berlin’s “White Christ
mas.”
O f all the Christmas CD’s
that I have heard, I can’t re
member the last time I heard a
version o f “Silent Night” that
did justice to the classic carol.
Jonethis has turned out a seem
ingly effortless performance
and it has become one of my
favorite songs on the album.
This album is, almost sur
prisingly in view of his laste
effort, a really well done CD. If
there was something I wanted
to complain about, it would have
to be the original composition
“ T he Joy T h a t C h ristm as
Brings.” Stylistically, it fits in
quite well along side the more
familiar classics, but it doesn’t
seem to have the same appeal
as the other songs. Perhaps he
was trying too hard.
This is a CD worth a first and
p ro b ab ly a seco n d listen .
Jonethis has a quiet confidence
in his voice and in his music
that makes this an excellent al

bum to put you in the Christmas
mood. Besides, even if you
don’t like this album, you might
get a good laugh.

Christmastime
Michael W. Smith
I feel obligated to warn any
Michael W. Smith fans that may
read this review. When I started
this CD, I naturally expected
the usual flashy-pop music that
can be heard on his other al
bums. Imagine my surprise
when I heard his voice accom
panied by an orchestra. It was
a pleasant surprise; however, I
think I like the flashy-pop stuff
better. To me, there is some
thing about his voice that just
doesn't quite sound right with
an orchestra. This is definitely
a far cry from Live the Life.
My personal favorites include
the instumentals "Hope of Is
rael," "O Christmas Tree," and
the closing medley of "I Saw
Three Ships/Joy to the World."
I was also surprised that about
h alf o f the album is either
instumental or features on e of
the two choirs appearing here.
T he
title
tra c k ,
"Christmastime," performed by
a boys choir, stands out in my
mind. It is a beautiful song with
a very creative arrangement and
an excellent performance.
The only real disappointment
that I could find was "Kay
Thompson's Jingle Bells." The
adult choir on this song reminds
me of a cheesy Christmas spe
cial I once saw on cable access
station back home.
Christmastime is definitely a
m ust-have for M ichael W.
Smith fans. I enjoyed the al
bum, but I have to be honest. I
probably won’t listen to this
more than I have to (as it's only
a month unitl Christmas, and if
you are not a fan, than you will
probably feel the same way).
While this is not his usual style,
this is a Christmas album, and
he should probably be allowed
a little freedom now and then.

Fay Jakymec
C o n trib u tin g Colum nist

mppu cHRmms
Various Artists
Happy Christmas, put out by
BEC Recordings, has to be one
of the most diverse Christmas
com pilations, featuring Joy
Electric’s electronic version of
“W inter W onderland,” Five
Iron Frenzy’s ska version of
Rich M ullin’s song “You Gotta
Get U p,” Plankeye’s hard rock
version of “Away In A M an
ger,” and others. Alongside
such established groups are
newer bands such as Chasing
Furies, One Eighty, and House
of Wires.
The Plankeye track was in
teresting because it is the first
song re le a se d sin ce S cott
Silletta left. Eric Balmer does a
good job of taking over the vo
cals.
My favorite song on the whole
album has to be “O Holy Night”
by Seven Day Jesus; I don’t
think I’11ever hear a better ver
sion. Brian McSweeney ’s voice
captivated me. This song is the
only track on the album that
made me want to cry because it
was so beautiful.
On the other hand, this album
does have its duds, most nota
bly S a rah M a s e n ’s song
“Heaven’s Got A Baby.” W hen
ever I heard the accordion, I
thought o f canals in Venice,
not Jesus’ birth. I tried a few
times to get through the entire
track, but I finally just gritted
my teeth and finished it. Along
the way, I discovered that I don’t
like it when grown female sing
ers pretend to have little girl
voices.
Overall, this is a really good
Christmas album, especially if
you like ska, punk, electronic,
or even a little soft rock.
M is g i f t
CeCe Winans
CeCe W inans’ Christmas al
bum, His Gift, released by Pio
neer Music Group, didn’t live
up to my standards; but if you
like R&B, chances are you prob

ably will like it. CeCe has a
beautifully rich voice, but on
some songs she can get over
shadowed by the background
vocals.
However, I really liked “Oh,
Holy Night” and “Christmas
Star,” both of which were pretty
much just her voice and a pi
ano. I did not like the way she
kept repeating a phrase over
and over. May be I’m impatient,
but I believe if a singer has
nothing new to sing or a differ
ent way to sing it, they should
end the song instead of drag
ging it out.
The track “W hat A Child,” is
a duet with her brother BeBe
W in a n s. T he h a rm o n ies
sounded great, but beyond that
the song didn’t interest me very
much. It seemed very
bland and generic musi
cally. Actually, the whole al
bum sounded like every other
R& B album I have heard,
which, admittedly, is not veiy
many.
A Christmas Album

Dino
In case you do not know who
Dino is, he performs mostly
instrumental albums which oc
casionally include vocalists.
This album includes “I Don’t
Want To Be Alone For Christ
mas Unless I ’m Alone With
You,” sung by John Berry, “It
Took A Child To Save the
W orld” by the Martins, and
Clay Crosse performing “Mary
Holds the Light.”
This album made me want to
decorate a Christmas tree or
build a snowman. These songs
are all beautifully arranged and
performed; my favorites being
“O Night Divine,” the jazzy
“Jingle Bells,” “Christmas Fan
tasy,” and “Christmas In Mi
nor.” My only com plaint
with the album would have to
be the songs sung by John Berry
and Clay Crosse because I can
not stand the country twang in
their voices. Despite that, this
is definitly an album I would
buy for my mom and would not
even mind it if she put it on
while we decorate the tree.
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W alker reminisces on holiday traditions in her family and yours
Lisa Walker
Columnist

Every year in chapel Dr. Dixon
asks us what we ate for Thanksgiv
ing. Sadly, he has missed the most
important question: At what table
did you eat from this Thanksgiv
ing?
When I say kids' table, most
people think of folding chairs and
an old card table with the plastic
peeling off the top, set in some
remote corner of a celebrating
household. This is not the case at
my grandfather’s house.
When we celebrate, the kids’
table is a large dining table in the
kitchen. This means that we have
plenty of room, and, most impor
tantly, we are strategically closer
to the food than the adults. We also
have more fun. Sometimes, to get
the attention of the elders, we will
appreciate the meal with loud
voices: “Mmm... this is so good!
Mmm. Is this com hand-shucked?”
I do not plan to abandon the
kids’ table anytime in the near
future. In fact, my 30-something
uncle, a Dayton attorney, abso
lutely refuses to eat anywhere else
during holiday get-togethers. You
see, he—like myself—has learned
that during these seasonal meals,
certain places are more fun to be. It
just goes to show that family times
such as these can be very educa
tional. In fact, I’ve learned a host
of things from Thanksgiving and
Christmas memories alone .. .
You’ll shoot your eye out! In this
age of technology, media plays a
special role in making the holidays
seem more festive. My Christmas
break is not completely authentic
unless I watch It’s a Wonderful
Life, A Christmas Story, George
C. Scott’s A Christmas Carol, and
White Christmas. Remember that
a true holiday season must have
the pleasant background sounds of
Bing Crosby’s and Nat King Cole’s
Christmas albums wafting in the
air. Mele Kalikimaka, everyone!
You brought chocolate covered

what? Christmas is a time for eat
ing strange, somehow “festive”
foods that we would normally shun.
(This is similar to the combination
of things we eat when pulling

all-nighters—see previous article).
Sheets and sheets of fudge of ev
ery variety, chocolate covered
cherries, eggnog, cookies shaped
roughly like angels, and fruitcake.
(Does anyone actually eat fruit
cake? It’s always seemed to be
about as edible as poinsettias.) I
also have to look closely at the
cranberry jelly to make sure it’s
not actually a serving of beets. I
made that mistake once and have
vowed never to repeat it. My fam
ily has been branching out in re
cent seasons. Last year, we had
snails, courtesy of my new French
grandmother.
Every family has the picky eater,
the cousin that won’t touch any
thing but dessert, as well as the
cousin that eats too much dessert.
No Walker holiday should pass
without teasing one particular
cousin about the Thanksgiving that
she ate too many brownies and got
really sick (name omitted to pro
tect current Cedarville student).
Ah, memories.
There can never be too many
guests. My mother’s family has
always opened their home to those
who may not have families at
Christmas time. Their house is
bustling with folks of all ages,
enjoying one another’s company.
This only becomes difficult at meal
times. The dining area is fairly
small; therefore my grandma
makes a trail of tables that lead to
the front door. If you’re late, you
may not be able to open the door.
Passing the food becomes a full
contact sport.
There can never be too many
musicians. My dad’s side of the
family is very musical. We have
every vocal part, guitars, dulci
mers, trumpets, a mandolin, a pi
ano, a french horn, and a frugal
horn. Since we rarely get to all
come together, holidays are an
opportunity to make music. We
have our own special versions of
Christmas carols and favorite
hymns, along with Eagles cover
bines and a lounge version of “Dust
in the Wind.” Perhaps this year I’ll
bring my nose flute—it’s great for
“Stairway.”
Christmas cards are half-off af

ter Christmas. Why don’t we send
post-Christmas cards? The cards
are so much cheaper after the holi
days are over. My grandma buys
many of her Christmas presents
and cards when they are discounted
at this time and puts them in boxes
in the spare room. If you’re sneaky
enough, you could find next year’s
gift a little early.
Every year, when the weather
starts getting chillier, I am re
minded to send out Christmas cards
to those I love. This seems like a
fun and easy job that would be an
enjoyable way to spend an hour or
two. Then I find out that making
the list of people to send the cards
to takes up that enjoyable hour or
two.
Five hours later, I sit perturbed
near a stack of half-written Christ
mas cards, ready to abandon my
ideal of creating a “personal note”
for each person, sick of the holiday
season, and secretly wanting to
wish ill-will to the next random
card recipient. Luckily, since the
weather has stayed pretty warm so
far this year, I have not yet been
reminded to send Christmas cards.
Tradition! Tradition! My mom’s
family has this tradition of open
ing presents on Christmas Eve,
which is wonderful. But we al
ways have to eat dinner and have
dessert and let the adults talk first,
which is terrible. One Christmas,
my uncle made all of the cousins
watch the black and white Christ
mas Carol before we could open
presents. The wait seemed forever.
When the gift opening time fi
nally arrives, the gifts are passed
out to everyone, and all must sit
and watch as each person—from
youngest to oldest—opens one gift.
Every time a new kid is born, the
wait gets longer and longer.
My dad’s family upholds the
tradition of reciting the 100th
Psalm before eating our Thanks
giving meal. We’ve done this as
long as I can remember. Also—
as long as I can remember—my
dad’s sister is the only one who
remembers all of it. I can always
distinctly hear her voice with
mumbles behind it, which become
somehow clearer on strategic
words like “all ye lands,” “courts

with praise,” and “all generations.”
It m arched upon a midnight
clear. Children love to depict the
story of Christmas. At least, this
was very true of the Walker house
hold. When we were small, my
cousins and I would borrow my
grandma’s towels and sheets. All
the participants had to wrap them
selves in the sheets, to resemble
biblical attire. A small towel on
the head became the shepherds’
head covering. My cousin, former
shepherd and senior Josh
Strychalski, would carry by his
side a Star Wars Imperial AT-AT
(All Terrain Armored Transport)
Walker the size of a small dog. It
was almost convincing as a sort of
angular, hard sheep.
Hey, who put that bow there?
You are never too old to engage in
a wrapping paper war. Both sides
of our family do this after the mass
gift opening, but the craziest and
most brutal fights take place in my
mother’s family. We even put the
sticky bows on my poor unsus
pecting cousin, too young to quite
fend for himself. It’s a great time,
but one too many foil blows to the
head can make you run to the
kitchen for shelter.
Not a creature was stirring, ex
cept maybe . . . We used to have
this problem of our cats climbing
our Christmas trees and knocking
them over. These days, they’re a
little too portly to get very high in
the branches. Sophomore Kristan
Gott said that one Christmas her
family awoke to find that their 23
foot Christmas tree had toppled
over in the night. Try cleaning up
those needles.
All-around-good-guy and
columnist’s-greatest-resource, se
nior Loren Pierson once ran into
some trouble with animals on
Christmas. When he was 12, he
had to deliver papers on Christmas
morning. As he was riding his rick
ety ten-speed down the quiet
streets, a pack of domestic dogs
began chasing him, barking and
biting his heels. He was riding so
fast to lose them that his newspa
per bag got caught in the spokes,
and he flew over the handlebars,
sustaining minor injuries. He man
aged to finish three and a half
hours of delivering papers—bleed

ing, cold, wet, bike-less, and
scared of dogs—only to return
home to find a cup of hot choco
late and a brand new mountain
bike waiting for him.
But perhaps my favorite holi
day story involving creaturely
mischief is my family’s encoun
ter with the Christmas Bat (as my
father has named it). One Decem
ber, after returning from a Christ
mas visit to grandparents, we
discovered a strange noise in my
parents’ closet. It did not take
long to figure out that these
squeaking, fluttering sounds were
emitting from a small bat that had
somehow found its way from the
attic while we were away.
Being raised in the jungles of
India, my father was not easily
intimidated by such a creature, so
he carefully scooped up the Christ
mas Bat and took him outside. He
then held the winged thing out
and proclaimed, “Fly little Christ
mas bat, fly.” To which the bat
responded by immediately plum
meting into the snow, where he
became Christmas dinner to our
stray cats. I didn’t say it was the
most heartwarming of stories.
W rapping up (har h a r ) . . . So
whether you’re eating paprikash
with your parents in Hoboken (NJ
or Minn.), attempting smiles
through
bites
of
your
grandmother’s fruitcake in Colo
rado Springs, or visiting my Aunt
Kitty in Kansas City, have a safe
and blessed holiday. Never tire of
hearing the Christmas story and
relishing the hope that it brings
to all who believe.
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C h ristm a s th o u g h t o f th e
week: I find it odd that as I’m
listening to Bing C rosby’s
dream y version o f "W hite
Christmas," I can see guys run
ning around outside my win
dow in shirt sleeves. I rather
like it.

What did you ask for this
Christmas? I find that as I get
older, my requests get stranger.
This year it was a front axle
and a book on java script. I
made sure that I fully explained
these to my parents so that I do
not awake Christmas morning
to find coffee and a long-haired
rock star under the tree.
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Professor H eath pursues his doctorate and essay w riting career
P e te 5ednarek
Lead Writer

d
■n
>in

Assistant Professor of En
glish Kevin Heath has been
granted leave from teaching at
Cedarville for the fall and win
ter quarters of this year so that
ly
he can pursue a Ph.D. in cre
i>y ative writing at the University
iof Cincinnati.
tThe program, while includ
/e
ing the usual course require
>y ments and examinations for a
ce
doctoral degree, allows a stu
se
dent to write a creative disser
re ;
id tation, a book-length collection
of fiction, poetry, or creative
le
nonfiction. Only a small num
o f | ber o f candidates who demon
ly strate unusual potential as
5°
creative writers are admitted to
»t- the program.
le
“My wife and I are very happy
ut
how God worked things out.
;tTo h a v e a p ro g ra m as
at
well-regarded, not to mention
nas close, as Cincinnati’s has
tie
been an answer to prayer. I’ve
ur
enjoyed my time down there
he
and have especially enjoyed the
people I ’ve been able to work
so
sh
with. The program has allowed
TT
me to concentrate on my writ
ing and to study the essay as a
ur
form of creative writing,” Heath
osaid.
nt
He has worked mostly with
fe
the
essay. Two of his three ex
of
amination areas will focus on
id
that
genre. Having completed
gs
most of the other requirements
for the degree, which include
le
course work, teaching, and pro
m
ficiency in two foreign lan
’s
guages, Heath hopes to take his
te
exams at the end of W inter
li
Quarter and will then spend the
n
er
lis
;et
;r.
le
. I
ed
do
"g
ed

Heath has taught a number of.
Benevento were mentors and
remainder of the spring com
classes during his time at Ce
pleting and collecting his writ great role models— they were
darville, including Comp I and
published writers and good
ing to finish the dissertation in
II, Intro, to Literature, Style and
teachers— and I started to de
June.
M ech an ics, and A dvanced
Heath and his wife Karen ar cide that I wanted to teach at the
Comp. “I’m on the writing side
college level,” Heath said.
rived in Cedarville together in
of the department,” he said.
Later, at Michigan State Uni
1990. He was bom in Howell,
versity, Heath received his mas W hen asked about his philoso
Mich., and lived in Battle Creek,
phy and strategy
M ic h ., and la te r
concerning teach
Quincy, 111. His dad
ing s tu d e n ts to
was a football and
write, he referred to
b a s e b a ll
co ach
Proverbs 20:4 as an
which probably ex
appropriate verse
p la in s p a rt o f
for writers. “I think
Heath’s interest in
the key to being a
sports.
good writer is hav
“I was more inter
ing the desire to be a
ested in sports than
writer. It takes hard
school when I was
work.”
young. I guess I
Students and fac
cam e by w ritin g
ulty members alike
fairly intuitively be
have expressed their
cause I never did the
a p p re c ia tio n fo r
usual things writers
both Heath’s teach
are supposed to do
ing style and his pro
when they’re young.
f e s s i o n a 1
I didn’t have the pa
awareness. English
tience to keep a di
p ro fe s s o r
G reg
ary ,an d ld id n ’t read
B
e
lliv
e
a
u
sa id ,
much more than the
“Kevin is one of the
box sco res and
Avid reader, Kevin Heath, is completing his doctorate in Creative
best essayists I have
Writing. His essay, "Tennis Mother," is soon to appear in Tennis
Sports Illustrated,”
Magazine. Heath teaches essay writing. Photo by B. Perkins.
e v e r p e rso n a lly
Heath said.
met.”
H eath a tte n d e d
Students generally find it
Northeast Missouri State Uni ters in English and then moved
helpful
when their teachers can
versity (now Truman State) dur to Ann Arbor where he worked
identify with the struggles they
as an editor/writer for Modern
ing his undergraduate work,
experience
with the subject and
Michigan, an industrial tech
where he earned a degree in
Heath is an excellent example
nology trade magazine, for two
English and became interested
o f someone who constantly
years. His wife, Karen, whom
in teaching writing. It was the
influence o f two of his profes he met while both were study practices the discipline that he
teaches. The majority of his
ing at Michigan State, is a Ce
sors there, Jim Barnes and Joe
writing is nonfiction, usually in
darville alum (’85). The two
Benevento, that began moving
the
form of an essay.
have
begun
to
raise
their
family
him in the direction of English,
He has been writing most re
since returning to the area. The
specifically writing.
cently
to add to his dissertation.
Heaths
have
a
son,
Pete
(age
6),
“I didn’t have any great ex
Some o f those essays have ap
daughter Mary (age 4), and are
periences in my high school
peared in literary journals such
expecting
another
child
in
May.
English classes, but Barnes and

as the Chariton Review and
other publications like Tennis
magazine, which will publish
one of Heath’s essays, “Tennis
Mother,” in February. He writes
most often about his family.
“Sometimes I agree with E.B.
White when he says he can’t
help but feel ‘egotistical’ when
he’s writing essays, but it’s been
that way since 1580, since
M ontaigne. The genre has his
torically been concerned with
personal experience and obser
vation,” Heath said.
His favorite writers are some
of the greatest essayists and
well-known writers of nonfic
tion. “I have to say Montaigne
because he did as much with
the essay as anybody has ever
done,” Heath said. He also in
cluded m ore contem porary
writers like A.J. Liebling, Joan
Didion, George Plimpton, and
Edward Hoagland. Heath looks
forward to completing his doc
toral program, which has pro
vided greater insight for him
into the genre, as he will be
even better equipped for edu
cating in the area of writing.

Do you need money?
Are Christmas
creditors banging on
your dorm doors?
Call us!
Cedars wants

YOU
(If yon can write, Interview,
and operate a tape recorder
-property-please apply.)

* Cartoonists
* Reporters
* Sports Writers
Contact Rebecca Ritzel by
e-mail if interested or send
submissions by campus mail.
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Intram ural athletes finish fall season
I

YeUowJacket
Scoreboard
Men’s Cross Country:
at NAIA Nationals (Kenosha, Wise.) Nov. 21 23rd of 34

W omen’s Cross Country:
at NAIA Nationals (Kenosha, W ise.) Nov. 21 15th o f 36

M en’s Soccer: (8-14) AMC (3-6)
Cumberland
Judson College
Mt. Vernon Nazarene College
The golden thread that binds Cedarville together-intramural football. Grady Peeler of the "Flaming Moes"and Scott Walker
of the "Townies" vie for the ball in the championship game. "The Flaming Moes" won the coveted T-shirts. Photo by B. Perkins.

Kristan G o tt
Contributing Writer

Another fall of intramural
sports has quickly come to an
end, justin time forfinals’ week.
Over 950 students and faculty
came out this season to partici
pate in some of Cedarville’s
many intramural sports. Fall
Quarter offered students indoor
and sand volleyball, 3-man bas
ketball, racquetball, flag foot
ball and outdoor soccer.
Director of Recreational Ac
tivities Mark M athews said,
“It’s exciting to see so many
involved in the Recreational
Sports Program and even more
exciting to see so many indi
viduals exemplifying Christ
through their recreational pur
suits.”
For the first time this year,
women racquetball players had
their own bracket and were
separated from the m e n ’s
league. Spanish professor Joy
Fagan remained undefeated
throughout the season. Fagan
said, “Playing intramurals as a
faculty member is a unique kind
of interaction with students and
staff. It’s not always easy, yet
even intramurals is a competi
tive realm where we can en

courage each other and provide
accountability.” In other sports,
Fagan frequently serves as a
referee.
The m en’s racquetball cham
pionship match was played on
Nov. 23. Finalists David Jones
and Shawn Lundvall took it all
the way to three games with
Lundvall ending up on top to
defeat Jones, the returning
champ.
On the court, volleyball teams
bumped, set, and spiked their
way to victory where the men ’s
team “Senors,” led by Peter
Green, took home the m en’s
championship T-shirt. Kristina
Mencarini captained the “VB
D ro p o u ts,” w ho w on the
women ’s tournament with a 4-0
overall record. Earlier this fall,
on the outdoor sand courts,
“T&T,” a coed team, became
the new kings of the beach.
Those who preferred outdoor
soccer were dominated by the
m en’s team “P.A.S.,” who con
quered the fields winning their
final game on N ov. 23. In
wom en’s soccer, “Danielle’s
T e a m ” w ent u n d e fe a te d .
Mathews asked Danielle Parker
to captain a team o f girls who
signed up individually. An au
tom obile accident last year

nearly kept Parker off the field.
“W e take for granted the little
things like walking. I must
remember that every game I
play is a gift from God,” she
said.
Flag football, one of the fa
vorites for spectators, was very
com petitive this year. The
m en’s team “Flaming Moes”
ended up taking the title in the
end, but not without a fight from
the rest of the field. On the
women’s side, the “Enforcers”
went through the whole season
undefeated.
The competition was also .
fierce as the men ’s and women’s
3-man basketball got underway.
The women’s team “Got Milk?”
completed their season Nov. 23,
walking away with the victory.
“The Detours" and “Big House”
went head to head on the guys
side Nov. 24, with "Big House"
taking home the T-shirts.
To participate in an intramu
ral sport next quarter, registra
tion b egins D ec. 1. M ore
information on the sports that
are offered W inter Quarter, and
registration can be found on the
Intramural Sports Home Page,
a link from the Campus Activi
ties site.

Nov. 18W (2-l)
Nov. 19 L (3 -l)
Nov. 21 L(3-2)

Men’s Basketball: (8-2) AMC (0-0)
at University of M ichigan-Dearbom
W ilfred Laurier University
St. M ary’s College
at W ilberforce University
at W ilfred Laurier University
University of W aterloo
at W ittenberg University

Nov. 17 W(74-76)
Nov. 20 W(99-58)
Nov. 21 W(91-62)
Nov. 24 L(86-84, ot)
Nov. 27 W(94-82)
Nov. 28 W(71-66)
Dec. 1 L(75-68)

W omen’s Basketball: (4-3) AMC (0-0)
Taylor University
at Huntington College
Urbana University
at College of Mt. St. Joseph
Bluffton College

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.

17 W(84-76, ot)
20 W (75-6I)
21 L(63-58)
24 W (87-38)
1 L(88-84, ot)

B arnabe C tnvtkerine C alfleen Ctrwvin

One M ile north o f Y ellow Spriijgs on Route 68
Open 7 days a w eek 325-0629
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Cross country team s run at Nationals

11

Jackets start w ith wins

Kelly Lynn Ford and Nicole Luckmann

!___________

Contributing W riters

Tara <5waney
John Bryan Park, known as a
Contributing
Writer
prime picnic spot for warm
spring days, becomes a hang
The outlook is good for the
out for runners by the time the
Cedarville basketball teams: the
weather turns brisk. On Nov.
men have won every game and
14, the Cedarville Lady Yellow
the
women have won three out
Jackets placed third at the 18th
of
five
games. The men have
annual NCCAA meet held at
only had one close game, and
John Bryan, fending off ath
the women’s losses were each
letes from 17 other Christian
under five points.
schools.
“The women have improved
Malone College took first at
dramatically
and are playing
the meet, followed by Spring
like
a
c
h
a
m
p io n sh ip c o n 
Arbor. Gigi Hopple, the num
tender,” Coach Kathy Freese
ber one runner for M alone,
said. The Lady Jackets have
b ro k e the standing course
been
on the road the past two
record of 18:01 with an time of
weekends at Baptist Bible Col
17:56. Cedarville senior Becky
lege, Nov. 13-14, and at the
Jordan placed twelfth and for
Huntington Invitational at Hun
the fourth and final time in her
tington College in Indiana, Nov.
college running career, once
20-21. The team came in sec
again became NCCAA A ll
ond at the Huntington Tourna
American (the top 15 runners).
Junior co-captain Scott Ruhlman runs at the NCCAA championship meet held at
m ent after a 63-58 loss to
John Bryant Park. Cedarville placed fifth out of nineteen. Photo by B. Perkins.
The NCCAA honored Jordan,
U rb an a. S o p h o m o re Ju lie
senior Christy Taylor, senior
recognition as NCCAA Scholar N ourse w as nam ed to the
being 24th, but the fact that we
Jill Breckenfeld, junior Kelly
Athletes.
all-tournament team. The Lady
made
it
their
without
our
key
Rietz and four other Cedarville
Both
the
men
and
women’s
Jackets
won their only home
runners. The younger guys,
runners as Scholar Athletes.
cross
country
teams
then
headed
game thus far, in overtime to
Eddie Nehus, Jody Fox, and
Running in this large group
to
Kenosha,
W
ise.,
for
the
Steve
W
akefield
all
picked
up
Taylor
on Nov. 17 with a final
on Saturday, Nov. 14.
NAIA
Championships.
For
the
their
performance
and
worked
score of 84-76.
were seven Cedarville Lady
four senior women harriers,
together to get where we are.”
A lth o u g h m o st o f the
Jackets. These ladies, who were
nationals was the final race in
The m en’s course record was
women’s roster is made up of
ranked third in the NCCAA and
their career. “I cannot believe it
underclassm en, the team is
twelfth in the NAIA, worked to broken as well. Kip Rop, aTayis
over.
I
don’t
think
it
has
set
in
lor runner, ran the race in 23:56,
outscoring the opposition, av
place above their ranking. With
yet,” senior Jill Breckenfeld
shaving 18 seconds of the pre
all their seniors running strong,
eraging 72 points to th eir
said.
vious
time.
Daniel
Kibungei
Cedarville came in third with
oppenent's 63 points per game.
The gun shot at 10:30 a.m. for
from Malone followed him at
104 points. Malone won the
“The only thing missing at this
the women’s race on Nov. 21
24:02. Cedarville senior Ben
event with a low score of 23 (15
point is experience, which we
and
quickly
the
seven
women
Thompson
finished
in
ninth
points is the lowest score a team
w ill gain w ith each new
wearing Cedarville uniforms
can achieve). Spring Arbor fol place with a time of 25:07.
game,” Freese said.
were leading among the crowd
This was Thom pson’s sec
lowed them at second place with
The Lady Jackets may be
of approximately 350 runners.
ond consecutive tim e as an
58.
y o u n g , b u t so p h o m o res
Spectators for this national
NCCA A All-A m erican. His
The m en’s race saw 19 teams
Nourse and Amanda Porter
cross-country
meet lined nearly
race, combined with the other
lined up at the start for the 5K.
are currently leading the way
every inch of the race.
Cedarville men, put them into
The seven-m an C e d a rv ille
with 20 points, 10 rebounds,
Seven Lady Yellow Jackets
fifth place with 152 points. The
squad entered the race ranked
and 10 points a game, respec
ran the 5K race: Breckenfeld,
m en’s team winner of the day
as the number five NCCAA
tively. As a team, they are
senior Jori Forward, sopho
was Malone with a low score of
team , despite the fact that
shooting 46 percent from the
more Corrie Gregorinko, Jor
sophomore Ed Letts, the num 40. T ra ilin g M alone w ere
dan, sophomore Sarah Pollack,
Cumberland, Taylor, and Indi
ber two runner last year, and
junior
Kelly Ritz, and senior
ana Wesleyan.
senior Joel Peterson did not run
In addition to running well,
Christy Taylor. Their perfor
T he N C C A A aw ard ed
for various medical reasons.
the team has been recognized
mance placed the women 15th
Because of Cedarville’s mis Thompson the W heeler award.
for academic achievement for
of 36 teams overall.
fortunes, the men had to step up T his h onor is based on a
two years in a row. This year,
“All of us seniors knew we
person’s commitment to excel
and fill the gaps left by the team
the women have a cum ulative
run do well, but no one ex
lence in cross country competi
leaders. Cross country coach
GPA o f 3.72, the highest of 36
pected us to finish as well as we
tio n , C h ristia n
s e rv ic e ,
Elvin King said, “W hat has been
schools that competed in the
character, and academic per did,” Forward said. The team
exciting this year, for the men,
nationals.
moved up five places from its
formance. Thompson, Nehus,
is not just that they are now
The m en’s race began at 11:45
19th place finish last year.
and
Ken
Loescher
also
received
ranked 17th in the NAIA after

field and are playing well as a
unit.
The men’s basketball team
had their first home games Nov.
20-21 during the 21st Annual
Cedarville Invitational. They
defeated St. M ary’s 91-62 in
the championship game and
W ilfred Laurier 99-58 in the
first round. The Jackets won
their first contest of the year at
Temple Baptist, 91 -64. The men
also beat Fanshaw of Ontario
andLambton at Wilberforce on
Nov.13-14. On Nov. 17 they
edged out Michigan-Dearbom
in their closest toss-up- 74-67.
Statistically,the Jackets' of
fense has been on fire. The men
are averaging 95 points per
game and are holding their op
ponents to only 57 points per
game. The team field-goal per
centage is also solid at 56 per
cent. Senior John Krueger is
leading the roster with his aver
age of 15 points per game and is
followed by Clint Hayes with
14, Jesse Deister with 14, and
Ted Forrest with 11 points and
9 rebounds per game. Hayes
was the MVP of the Cedarville
Invitational, and Aaron Stumpf
and F o rre st m ade the
all-tournament team.
There will be plenty of op
portunities to catch basketball
games on the home court this
season. The men participated
in the W ilfrid Laurier Classic
over Thanksgiving break, but
their next home game is against
Wilberforce at 8:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, Dec. 8. The women
o p ened o ut a fo u r-g a m e
homestand with an overtime
losstoBluftonDec. 1.The Lady
Jackets will also play W ilber
force at 6:00 p.m., on Dec. 8,
before the m en’s game.

a.m. Again, approximately 350
competitors were at the starting
line anticipating the gun shot.
Fox, freshman Justin Gerber,
so p h o m o re Ken L o esh er,
Nehus, Peterson, Thompson,
and Wakefield all finished the
race for Cedarville, bringing the
team in 23rd out of 34 schools.
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sidewalk talk

What is your favorite part of the Christmas season?

Junior nursing major Melanie Lehr
What is your favorite part o f the Christmas season?

Sophomore mechanical engineering Will Jenks
What is your favorite part o f the Christmas season?

"My family has a tradition of baking a birthday cake
and singing Happy Birthday to Jesus. "

"I love the whole Christmas story. I also love being able
to go to the Christmas Eve service with my family.
Getting stuck in the snow on the way home is the best."

Freshman middle school education Tammy Mike!
What is your favorite part o f the Christmas season?

"The joy of being with friends and family ."

Freshman nursing April Watson
What is your favorite part o f the Christmas season?

Junior communications Ted Forrest
What is your favorite part o f the Christmas season ?

"Remembering my grandfather who died when 1 was
six. Christmas was his favorite holiday which make
family time more important at Christmas."

"Family and gifts."

Senior chemistry Eric Fiveland
What is your favorite part o f the Christmas season?

"Being able to wear decorative clothing."

